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Nonfiction Test Review

Article: “A Plea for Video-Free Zones”
All About the Article
1. What is the main idea of the article?

2. What is the significance of beginning the article with, “Turn it {TV} off, they say, if you don’t 

      like it.  We tried that.”

      *This statement is important because…

3. Which of the following statements might the reader NOT easily infer from the article?

      a. tv is negatively impacting society

      b. secondhand tv is just as harmful as secondhand smoke

      c. video games are more beneficial than society believes

4. Using information from the article, record one fact and one opinion.

     Fact:

     Opinion:

5. According to the article, which of the following relationships is most similar to the 

     relationship of secondhand television to society?

     a. housing to the poor

     b. junk food to teenagers

     c. happiness to sad people
All about the Author
1. Based on the title of the article, list three to four words you would use to describe the author:

2. Now DRAW the author:

3. What is the author’s purpose?  Explain HOW you determined the purpose.

4. What is the author’s argument in paragraph 3?

5. What can you infer about the author’s attitude towards educators’ beliefs about tv   

    when he says, (Column 2, Paragraph 3):
    “Educators bemoan the shortening attention span of TV-addicted students and their 

     inability to pursue a line of thought to its conclusion.”?

  *The author’s attitude could be described as ________________ towards educators’ 

    beliefs about tv because…

6. What is the significance of the author explaining the effects of the nation’s “divorce 
    from literature” in Column 2, Paragraph 3?

   *In this statement, the author is making the point that…
7. What is the significance of ending the article with the question, “Would anybody mind 

    if I turned this thing off?”

8. Which of the following is NOT a reasonable assumption about the author?

    a. the author dislikes the effects of television

    b. the author dislikes the people who create television shows

    c. the author dislikes televisions being on in public places
9. What is the author’s argument? _______________________________________________

        Write down a point that could also be included to prove this argument:
