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Short Stories and Literary Elements Test

Part I - Literary and Short Story Elements (2 pts. each)

a. time and place
e. mood


h. conflict

k. science fiction

b. exposition
 
f. historical fiction

i. genre

c. climax

g. rising action

j. realistic fiction

d. resolution


___1. The _________ of a short story describes the setting and characters.

___2. The _________ of a short story is where the conflict is resolved.

___3. The _________ of a short story is the turning point or where things will change and never be the same.

___4. The _________ of a short story is the emotional quality or atmosphere of the story that 

            is felt by readers.

___5. The setting of a short story describes the _________.



___6. The __________ is the problem in a short story.

___7. The conflict of a story is usually described in the _________.

___8. ___________is the type of literature or writing.

___9. ___________is set in imaginary places and includes futuristic technology.

___10. ___________includes fictional characters in a setting from the past.

___11. ___________ deals with events that could actually happen in life.

Part II – Plot Elements (4 pts. each)
___12. Which statement best describes the plot of “Charles”?


a. Laurie’s mother learns that the mischievous Charles is really Laurie.  


b. Laurie goes to kindergarten and meets a friend named Charles.

c. Laurie and Charles get in trouble at school.
___13. The conflict in a short story 


a. is essential to the plot   

b. is needed but not necessary  

c. can always be found at the end of a story   

___14. The setting of “Charles” takes place


a. at school
b. at home
c. at home and school 

___15. The climax of “Charles” is


a. when Laurie begins kindergarten.

b. when Laurie’s mother finds out he is Charles.
c. when Laurie tells his parents all the bad things Charles does at school.
___16.  Which of the following best describes Laurie?


a. innocent and quiet

b. sneaky and a liar


c. playful and fun
___17. The exposition in “Charles” is 

a. when Laurie’s mom attends the P.T.A meeting
b. when Laurie went to kindergarten 

c. when Laurie tells his parents that Charles is behaving at school
___18. The rising action in the plot includes


a. complications  

b. characters  

c. both a. and b.  

___19. What is the conflict in the story?


a. Laurie is having a difficult time adjusting to kindergarten  

b. Laurie does not get along with his parents  

c. Laurie and Charles do not like each other  
___20. What kind of impact does Charles have in Laurie’s household?

a. the parents think Charles is a great friend to Laurie


b. the family talks about Charles and worry that his behavior will effect Laurie

c. the family rarely talk about Charles at home
Part III – Mood, Theme and Point of View (4 pts. Each)
___21. What is the overall mood of the story from beginning to middle to end?

a. humorous to angry to sad
b. sad to humorous to shocking
c. humorous to exciting to angry
___22. What is the mood from the following quote, “…seeing clearly that an era of my life was ended, my sweet voiced nursery-school tot replaced by a long-trousered, swaggering character who forgot to stop at the corner and wave goodbye to me.”
a. longing
b. angry

c. excited
___23.  One theme for the story could be that “The truth will always catch up to you.”  Which example below supports the theme?
a. “Well, Charles was bad again today.”

b. “Bound to be people like Charles in the world. Might as well meet them now as later.”

c. “Charles?” she said. “We don’t have any Charles in the kindergarten.”

___24. Which of the following could be another theme for the short story “Charles”?
a. parents always know what is best.  

b. bad kids always get away with everything

c. take responsibility for your actions
___25. In what point of view is this story told?
a. first person
b. second person

c. third person limited

___26. How would the story be different if it were told through the eyes of Laurie? 

a. The setting would only be on the playground
b. We would know who Charles is from the very beginning 
c. There would be more description of his lunches

 

___27. How would this story be different if it were written in the omniscient point of view?



a. the reader would see the words I, me and you



b. the reader would know the thoughts of Laurie

c. the reader would know the thoughts of the teacher, Laurie, father and mother

Part IV. Short Answer:  Answers should be written in COMPLETE SENTENCES! (5 points each)
28.  Our theme for the unit is Identity.  Find examples in the story that support two of the topics below.
Choices Define Identity:

Our Environment Influences our Identity:

Our Identity Evolves:
29. Why do you think Laurie misbehaves?  Support your opinion with details from the story. (give at least two details)

30.  In what way is Charles a hero to Laurie?  Provide examples from the text. 
