Characterization- the method a writer uses to develop the personality of the character.

Four elements of characterization are:


1) appearance


2) character’s actions/speech
3) character’s thoughts/feelings

4) what other characters think and say about the character

Purpose of using characterization:

1) reader knows the character better and therefore understands the story better.

2) gives reader a clear picture of the character; reader can visualize

3) reader knows the character so well that he/she will be able to predict/infer what the character will do next

Inference: a conclusion based on known information/fact; educated guess
Types of Characterization:

Direct Characterization: The writer makes direct statements about a character’s personality – 

Mean Girls Direct Characterization
Indirect Characterization: The writer reveals a characters personality through the character’s words, actions, and what other characters think and say about the character –
Breakfast Club Indirect Characterization
Types of Characters:

Dynamic: A character that changes throughout the story

Static: A character who stays the same throughout the story

