Character Motivation 
Just as we make choices that help us get what we want in real life, so do characters in books. Understanding a character’s motivation helps us understand the story. Sometimes a character will directly say what he or she wants, but other times we must infer, or guess, what the character wants by observing the character’s actions and choices and by picking up clues the authors leave in the text.
As you read The Chaser, make inferences about the motivation behind the characters’ actions and choices and fill out the chart below. Pick a character’s action or choice, and then provide a quote from the text that hints at his/her motivation. Write your inferences. Lastly, try to relate this action or choice you have had to make in your own life.

	Event/Choice
	Textual Hint
	Inference about

Motivation
	Relation to your life

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


