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Literature Discussion

Selection “Beyond the Limits” 

Directions: Read the autobiography “Beyond the Limits.”  You may work with a partner (that means ONE other person) to complete the following questions.  Both of you are required to take part in the discussion of the questions.  You and your partner BOTH need to write down the answers to the questions! 

1. What is the author’s purpose in writing this autobiography?

2.  Find three examples of emotional language.

3. Write a fact and opinion from the story.

4.  What is the author trying to do when she says, “I could imagine…” and “I could overlook…”  (Found at the top of page 282)

5. On page 284, at the top of the page, what does “we ran out of words” mean?

6. On page 285 what does the author mean by saying, “my life turned sour.” 
     How would climbing “cleanse” her spirit and heal her “wounds”?

7.  How might these climbers react to the idea of failing?  (Think about their character.)

8.  Write a statement that is NOT a reasonable assumption about the author.

9. What is the main idea of the selection?

10. What can you infer about the author’s attitude towards her topic?

11. If this were a persuasive essay, list one argument the author could have added to support her point.

12. Find one example of semantic slanting.  Write it down.

13. On p. 285, what is the significance of the author saying, “Climbing has always been more than a physical pursuit for me.  Each mountain I face is another pinnacle in an  internal adventure.”?
